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The Primer

• Weatherization is a whole home approach 
looking at a building’s systems: envelope, 
heating and cooling, electrical, and 
baseload appliances. The process usually 
starts with an energy consult.

• The Weatherization Assistance Program 
(Wx) supports Vermonters 80% of median 
income, plus those in SSI & LIHEAP. 

• Wx services are provided by five 
community-based nonprofit organizations.



The Challenge

• Estimated that 1 in 5 Vermonters spends 10% 
of monthly income on energy = “fuel poverty”.

• In 2007, State set goal of weatherizing 20,000 
low income homes by 2020. As of March 
2016, there was still a gap of 9,200 homes.

• Based on current trajectory, 6,000 low-income 
families will have to wait past 2020 to start 
accruing Wx benefits. 



The Proposal

• Current annual spending on Wx (net of admin expenses) is 
$9.5M, which equates to ~1,000 homes per year.

• Fundamentally, weatherization is a capital investment with a 
quick rate of return. Instead of dripping in annual appropriations, 
State should use Wx funds to bond for a weatherization surge 
between now and 2020. 

• “Warm Home” bonds would fund $100,000,000 in 
weatherization work for low income Vermonters over the 
next three years – or about 10,000 homes.



How It Works

• Warm Home bonds would use $7.25M in 
Gross Receipts Tax now directed to the Wx
program to fund a 20-year revenue bond.

• Modeled after successful $35M Housing 
Bond proposal from 2017 Leg. session.

• Bond proceeds are flexible to allow 
weatherization organizations and 
contractors to ramp up in 2018, with bulk of 
work in 2019, and ramp down in 2020. 



What’s Next for Weatherization
• Since Warm Home bonds use future Wx revenues to deliver 

benefits earlier than otherwise able, the ongoing Wx
appropriation would be reduced starting in 2021.

• However, as more low income homes are weatherized, the 
LIHEAP need should diminish. State should ask Feds to use 
25% of LIHEAP money for Wx (versus current 15%). 

• Also, State should work with Congressional delegation to allow 
up to 50% of LIHEAP to be used for Wx. Using 50% LIHEAP 
funds, Wx revenues would nearly be back to pre-bond levels.


